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night of mecting by the membevs iu snceession.  The
Belfast Medical Society hold their meetings once a
month, in the Belfast Hospital, in the library of which
bnildiuig there is a valnable collection of medical and
surgical books for the use of the members. Within
abont a mile of the toww are the Royal Bozanic Gardeus,
which are laid ous with great taste, and contain a large
and valuable collection of native and foreign plants,
The conservatory is of considerable extent, and buift on
a light and elegant plan. Tie Theatre. Roval, situated
in Arthur-strees, is_exterually 2 plain building, but its
Interior is well fitted and embellished, and satisfactorily
eondurted by the present lessee and manager, Mr, T,
Cunningham. The Anacreontic Society, instituted for
the cuitivation of vocal and instrumental music. holds
It mewtings in the Music Hall, a flne spacious build-
ing i May.street, capable of accomumodating an audi-
wnte of abeut seven hundred, The members meet for
practice weekly, and, during the winter season, give
coucerts, Among the clubs in Belfast may be noticed
the ¢ Northern Rowing Club,’ the ¢ Belfast and Ulster
Cricket Clubs, the ¢ Northern,” the ¢ Uuion,’ the
* Maclean,” and ¢ Burns’’ clubs. The House of Correc-
tion, erectedin 1817, near the upper end of Chichester-
streety i3 a substantial structure; and the new bride-
well, situated in the Crumlin-roud, in the suburbs, is
one of great strength and maguitude, calculated to con-
®in sixor seven hundred prisoners. The grounds belong-
Jog to the New Water Works Company are situated in
the Antrim New road, within abous a mile of the town.
The view from the walk surrounding this beautiful
sheet of water is very fine, comprehending the opposite
hills of the county Down, and an extensive view of the
ssugh down to the Irish Channel.  There are no fewer
thau nine newspapers issued from the press of Belfast
weekly, besides a mounthly publication: they are, for
tae most part, conducted with very considerable t:.ent,
and take an clevated stand among the literature of the
day. Their titles and publishers, &c. ave given uuder
the proper head.

Taabpr and comMERCE—~In 1740 Lord Strafford
purchased on the part of the crown, from the corpora-
tion of Carrickfergus, their priviiege of importing foreign

0ds, at one third of the dutics payable in other places,
This most judicions measure would have been of cmall
consequence, had not Belfast and the surrounding
country been at that perind inhabited by an industrious
geopie. who applied themselves closely to the manufac-

ure of linen, whi®h created a demand for articles of
Importation ; but the wars subsequent to the year 1741
caused considerable interruption to the rising prospe-
rity of Belfast. From the day that peace was ve-estab-
lished, and attention paid to its interests, a wonderful
source of prosperity was then diszovered, and in the
guning of the last century Belfast became well kuown
Zurope, as a place of considerable trade.  Since that
riod it has risen to a degree of prosperity seldow
exceeded, and it now ranks the first provincial town in
Ireland %or the extentof itscommerceand manufactures,
Its imports, a few years since, amounted nearly to four
millions sterling, and its exports to four millions aud
a half—cousisting of grain, linen, cattle, fowls, eLgs,
&c. Twenty-five steamers ply regularly between this
pert and London, Liverpaol, Dublin, Glasvow, Fleet-
wood, Carlisle, Ardrossan, Stranraer and Whitehaven.
The passage to Liverpool and Fleetwood averages twelve
howrs; to Glasgow ten. There is also an extensive
trade to the United States and British America, the
West Indies, Mediterranean and the Baltic. In 1843
th : total number of vessels was 3,370—tonunage, 363,038
tons: the quantity of coal imported in the same year
amounted to 171,600 tons. An exteusive branch of
trade is the curing of pork ; the number of pigs brought
into the town from the adjacent country being immense
—oue house in this trade has not unfrequently paid on
a single mavket day npwards of £5,000. for pigs alone ;
and the value exported in a season frequently exceeds
one million sterling. In the vicinity of the town there
are about sixty fiax and cotton mills in active operation,
and many others are in progress, In the Brown Lisnen
Market, Donegal atreet, considerable quantitics of fine
ard-wide brown lineus are sold on each Tuesday and
‘riday.  Among other large establishnieuts are two
distilleries, twelve breweries, several flour and corn
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patent felt mannfactory, saw mills, &e.  Belfast Lough
forms one of the safest aud most commodions havena
in the world, the entrance being in breadth about five
English miles, and the length about (welve, graduvall
vartowiug as it approaches the bridge.  There are both
wet and dry docks under the best regulations.  The
corporation for preserving and improving the port and
harbour of Belfast (established by statate in 1831), is
authorized, by act of parlinment, to exact certain sums
on registered tonnage, for the purpose of improving the
harbour, making docks, employing pilots, &c. Exten-
sive improvements have of late years been cffected in
the harbour, by deepening the channel, and makiog a
straight cot towards the Whitehouse roads.  Formerly
at bigh tide there were not more than eight or nine
feet of water at the town 3 now, by the judicious labours
of the corporation, vessels of fourteen or fifteen feet
dranght mav be monored close to the quays. The
same body has purchased all the docks and quays,
whick weve formerly private property; and it is in
contemplation to fill up several of the old docks and
construct pew ones, on a far more extensive and useful
lan. A light-house, serving also as a dep0t for piluts,
s lately been erected in the harbonr, which will be of
reat service to vessels entering the Lough : the build-
ing i3 of an octagonal form—constructed of timber, and
elevated oun piles nearly thirty feet above water—the
platform on wl.icu tne house stands is upwards of thirty
feet across, and the structure iy secured upon the new
patent screw principle discovered by Alexander Mit-
chell, Esq. of this town. "The mouetary establishments
in Belfast comgrise that of the Belfast Banking Com-
pany, Donegal street; the Bank of Ireland, Donegai
place;; the Northern Banking Company, Castle street ;
the Ulster Banking Company, Waring ‘street; and the
Provincial Bani of Treland, Donegal street :—there are
also the Belfast Savings’ Bauk, and the Mont de Pidta
Lean Fund: the former, situated in King street, was
ingtituted in 15816—in November, 1844, the balunce in
the bank amounted to £106,075. the property of 5,094
depositors. The Loan Fund was established by act of
parliament, the business of which is carried on in Church
street. Loans are made to houest, sober, aud indus-
trious persous by this society, in sums from £1. te
£10. upon two sureties gnaranteeing the re-pavment,
at the rate of one shilling for each pound every
weeli—fourpence per pound for twenty weeks being
charged asinterest. The surplus funds are uppropriated
by the eomumittee to the charitable institutions of the
town. With the subject of commerce we may properly
place our notice of railways, as counected or about to be
connected with this town. The ouly line yet established
in this part of Ireland is the ¢ Ulster,” open as faras
Portadown, twenty-four English miles, and passing
through the towns of Lisburn, Moira and Lurgan.
Arpplimtion was made to parliament during the session
of 1844-5 for an extension of the line to Armach ; and
at Poitadown, on this line, the Belfast and Dublin
Junction Ratlway will branch off.  The Belfast and
Ballymena Railway is now in progress through parlia-
meunt, as is a bill for the Belfast and Downpatrick live,
MunicIPAL GOVERNMENT.—I1 the year 1613 Belfust
was erected into a corporate boroueh, by charter from
James 1, the body to consist of a sovereign, twelve bur-
gesses, and a commonalty ; a lord and constable of the
castle were alyo added, the former office directed to he
fulfilled by Lord Chichester and his heirs; these offi-
cers ranked as burgesses, and enjoyed privileges equal
to those of the other twelve. At this period Beifast
does not appear to have been a place of much note or
extent, as it is styled in the charter ¢town or village.*
The borongh of Belfast is now governed by a corporia-
tion elected from five municipal districts, nanely,
Saint Anw’s Ward, Dock Ward, Smithfield Ward, Saint
George's Ward, and Cromac Ward—each division re-
turning two alderien and gix councillors, and irow the
former a mayor iz annually chosen.  Geueral sessicus
of the peace are held, in the court-house, four times a
year, before the --esiding barrister (J. Gibson, Kxq.?,
ard the mayor and magistrates; petty sessions in the
town-hall, before W. Malony, Esq. the resident magis-
trate, daily, at twelve; aud a manor court is held every
third Thursday, in the conrt-house, for the recovery of
debts not exceeding £20, at which S. M‘Dowcll Eliiott,
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Esq. the seneschal, presides, In the town is situated

C o hmecnliog iz

R PP SO

.l

A IS A S5

e e AR RN O e R

BELFAST, &e. Tiligter.

Lancasterian National School, erected and supported
by subscription, is conducted by a committee, and has
an infants’ school attached. Besides these, there are,
belongiuglto nearly all t_hle cil:}xrch; 4 bspaci;mso ;chcol:)ill-
rarp wus, and those for ight ones to the new |rooms, wherein a considerable number of :: chil-
lgrfzilt:\i'kefl‘?gl: ;hz Crumlin-road. g'l‘he corporation has | dren receive dmly_ms_trnctun'x. ""l‘lj:l)ll.cqw(c’lm ;Euflttlﬁ:
the coutroul of the paving, lighting, and cleansing of | for the sick and indigent are vai mf e (}n) ml‘i “y“.f the
the town ; the average annual expense of whichis about | Dispensary was establlshg(.l in luz,' or t ItL- re -:.it} the
£190,000. The berough returned two representatives to | sick at their own lmbxl;.z.t:_m-h‘1 -(‘)nn(:.(.‘. ed v »‘v he
the lrish Parlinment from the date of its incorporation | Dispensary is the Fever !iu_.spxt»a, cout‘,éméng .u]p ‘t!;r
by James I till the Union, after which it _sent one to, of two hundred beds; it is .suppo:u " yT;]a t"iu ):
the Imperial Parliament vntil the passing of the Refm-m subscription, aided by couuty piqsepn'rzien a.ﬂ eAgtrifn
Bill, when its original number was restored. Thelin Hospita), a pez}t bil}ldllu:(, smmtdc s Olz'ble Autrim
constituency numbers about two thousand—the pre- [road, was instituted in }7.)4',_:11‘1 lls.n cl:{u}}]/b( p
sent members are James Emerson Tenunent, 17, Lower | ported b',v the lgldlgs of Ai%’lf.ast dll(l its neig dm_r—
Belgrave-street, London, Esquire; and David Robert¢| hood. The District Lunatic Asylum, dq;t)iﬁue wi:ﬁ
Ross, of Rosstrevor, county ot Down, Esquire. Belfast| 1829, is a lmn(ls,omc and cemmo l‘?(ins e ltlce’ pth
confers the titles of earl and barou on the ancient fa- | extensive grounas attachec, situate d_on. le Il
mily of Chichester, Marquesses of Donegal. road, within a mile of the town. The district corgpl}f-
‘1‘};19. PLACES of worsHIp jn Belfast are numerous, as| hends the counties of Down :md. Autr'lﬁl. an {,)e
will lie seen from the lisvappended to the directory— | county of the town of ‘(,amchfclg;xs. d"lle n(lln;;ﬂer
we shall in thig place direct attention ouly to the prin-| of paticuts 18 gencrull}y about two hundred ﬁn : yt
cipal edifices.  The Parochial Church of Saiut Aune's, | The Ulster Female Penitentias Yy answucu kstlec.. y
situated on the cast side of Donegal-street, is a hand-|is a noble institution ; its objects are too g\tre now:x
some structure, the body of brick, the front of stone—|te need explanation, as ing ucetnent t(') its pn_ppt:;; .
the lacter is adorned with a handsome doric portico acd { The Magdalene Asylumn, for tl)c like purpose, is ;]u Ie
attic balustrade ; it has a tower and cupoly, surtaounted | vicinity of tl}e town, and attached tobltl is ail c “qtfl: .
with a spire. Saint George's Church, on the south [lxe Belfast Poor-heuse and I(?ﬁm}arg;, ‘ edoufgbxguo all'f
side of High-street, is an elegant edifice, with a portico | Charitable §‘so.cxety‘, is ‘sntuatc 'att t }e .u;}' 0 ntnfo?'gt al-
which is justly regarded as one of the most beautiful | street, and is incorporated by act o parlisment,
pieces of architectare in the kingdom. The poitico, | maintenance and ivstruction of poor c‘luldneg, and
whicly is Corinthian, originally belonged to Ballysculiion | support of the aged an('l mﬁrn; poor : at [;I %set:l't nl(l:l(:]x;-i
House, the Iiish Fonthill, built by Lord Bristol, Bishop | tains two hundred inmates. q 513 suppo? eTh N gt“" al
of Derry, and at the taking down of thas edifice was | subscriptions, bcqulc':st'ss, an ona;xoush ed : lgd
procured and placed in its present position by the|poor-law uuion ranks as the secon ,‘;m :vas:: eclrg.:;
Bishop of Down & Connor. Christ Church, in College- | i December, 1838 it comprises nivv. :/Ie € e(;: ora d'l in
square, is more of a neat than a magnificent building; | sious, for which there are twen?'-tv.?ﬂf. c(.:tte' ggar u:;’m
it is of brick chiefly, with ar: Tonic coionnade of stone, | and seven ex-qfficio. The workhour=, S'FUdle ! Ol!d te
surmounted by an entablature. Belfast is the seat of | Dablin-road, a mile from the town, will acci_ofx:?p? a te:
the Roman Catholic Sce of Dowicand Connor, and the | one tg;ouszltixg pgg?lns; the first admission of recipien
-esidence of the Bishop. There are two spaciousjwas May 1 . , .
L:ﬁ?ﬂé{; iu the town, one‘z)f which, erected in 1811, and MARKETS, FAIRS, and POPULATION.— I‘ITere a{‘g: six
cousidered the cathedral, is an elegant edifice, in the | market places in Belfast, \;X(‘.lllSl‘Vc of ‘ghe fBll ;)wq melé
later style of English architecture. There are also| Hall and the White Linen Hall, .'l e ]o Qu./lmgdar
other chapels at Ballymacarrett, Holywood, Green-|their localities, &c, l‘nday is the principal market day.
Castle and Ballyclare, all in the Roman C- holic parish | CASTLE-PLACE MARKET; is for fruit, vegetables, meal,
of Belfzst, There are several places of worship for and fish, daily. ] ﬁ )
Presbyterians, some of which are truly elegant—that! OrsioNp MAKKET, Great Patrick-ftreet, is for vege-
for the third congregation in Fisherwick-place, built tables, oats, hay, meat;, and fish, daily. .
in 1831, is one of thiy character : it was erected by Mr. | GEoRGE’s MARKET, Gt. Geovges-st, is for pork, daily.
Millar, a native and resident architect, at a cost of} Yonk-sr. MARKET, is for grain, fruit, and meat, daily.
£10,000. That of the ffth congregation, in Townsend- | TomB-STREET MARKET, 18 for firkin butt.cr..’duily.
street, and that for the sixth, in May-street, are spacious | May’s MarkgT, is for grain and meal, duily, aud on
and elegant structures. The names of the other places Fridays, in addition, fruit, meat, poultry, aud flax.
of worship for various religions denominations, with | MoNTGOMERY'S MARKET, off Calender-street, is for
their I()cahtics, includiug Indepeudcnts,_ Bilptl.\'(ﬂ, Me- potatoes, meat, hSh., frait and vegcta'blgs’ d(“[y‘
thodists, Unitarians, the Society of Friends, &c. are | Smiruriernp MarkET, is for potatoes, hides, hay, and
furnisiied in the list befoce referred to, At the head of straw, daily; {at cattle on [[/:ednesday, and cattle,
the LITERARY ESTABLISHMENTS must be lil(_"c(l _thc hardware, and pedlery on Friduy. .
Royal Academical [nxstitation : the building 13 of brick, | The BrownN LINEN HaALL, in Douegal-street, is open
neatly ornamented with cut stone, and its appearaice every Tuesduy and Friday for the reception and
is iigk;t and elegant. It was opened in 1814, lltl(!(:'l' the sale ()f.br(zwn linen and coarse sackmg’,
superintendence of a board of managers and wisiters. | lairs, principally for horses, are held August 12th
The school is conducted by several mast vs, and the!and Novewber 9th. The population of Be_!fast within
collegiate department under the direction of a faculty | the miunicipal bouudary, in 1841, was 70,477 5 and in-
of arts and one of medicine. The Faculty of Acts|cluding those parts outside the boundary, with part of
comprises professors of mathematics, logic and belles| che parishes of Kuackbreda an{i of that of: $hanklll,
lettres, natural philosophy, Greek and Latin, Hebrew | o situated, the number of inhabitaits was 7.),.108(.l
and moval philosophy. 'The medical professors are . Hocrywoop, or Holywood, is a post village an pa;
those of anatomy, chyistry, surgery, materit metltcu,' rish, in thq barony of Lower Castlereagh, col;l!F f od
medicine, midwifery and botany.  The nugnber of| Down, 5 miles N. E. frqm Be_lmst; delightfilly » hmt:e
students in attendauce in the college is cousiderable, | on the eastern shore of Carrlck.fergus bay, o the roa
amounting on an average to 150. This institution was| from Beliast to Bangor. l_’revumsl to thf' year 1800
erected by voluntary subscription, amounting tojit c_nutmne(l °“ly. ubouc.t,h.‘ﬂy dwe l_.ugs,.gm_eﬂy pogr
£22,000. and is justly considered most creditable to | cabiny, but from’its proximity to Belfast, its fine sandy
the town, and highly heneficial to the country. r{‘l_ne beach, beautiful sea-view and salubrious air, it : as
Belfast Academy, in Donegal street, was founded iu become a favourite place of resort for sea-bathing.
1786, under the direction of a president, trustees and ("There are several good lodging-houses in the villsge
patrous ; the branches of learning taught in this insti- [ond its environs, apd some ueat villag, in the Eliza.
tution are the classics, mathematicy, French, English, | bethan style of m'cmte?ture, s.helt,ered by" thn.vmg plan-
arithmetic aud writing. The Belfast Sunday and Day | tatious, and commanding a richly and diversified pros-
Schools, in Brown-street, form a commodious edifice, | pect of the bay, the black mountain, Carmony moun-
wherein about six hundred children are instracted in | tains, and other eminetices, wxyh the towu_aud castle
the ordinary branches of learning, for the small saw of | of Carrickfergus, terminating with the basaltic columus
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the dwelling of the county resident magistrate, and it is
the head quarters of the o1 thern military district, and of
the coustabulury for the district, Persons charged with
gerious offences are committad to the county gaol a*

one peuny per week each child, The Frederick streetiof Black Head, Ciose so the shore i3 an extezx;ive&




